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March, April and now May have been unusual 
months at Gettysburg College, to say the least, as 
courses moved online and the campus emptied 
in an effort to fight the coronavirus pandemic. 
However, like people throughout this nation, 
the College community has risen to meet this 
new challenge. In this issue, you will find stories 
chronicling efforts by our library staff to assist 
student learning and faculty teaching in these 
uncertain times.
We originally planned something light for this 
newsletter—breezy, colorful, and spring-like.  We’ll 
save that for another issue.  Instead, we thought 
you might be interested in how we flipped our 
services and work spaces overnight.  A number 
of library staff members have offered personal 
reflections about their changed lives and work 
environment, and the need to establish connections 
in new ways.  Others mention the challenges of 
staffing a virtual reference desk with kids at home, 
who need homework help or a “brain break” right in 
the middle of a Zoom meeting.  
One of our catalogers has a new “cataloging” 
project, since he cannot access the carts 
of books normally parked beside his desk.  
Another staff member, accustomed to the 
crush of scanning reserve readings, can now 
take a breath and transcribe manuscripts for 
Special Collections.  We still pick up the mail, 
pay the bills, and order books for the day that 
we will open again. 
We are busy.  We are challenged.  I think you 
will note the spirit of optimism and sense of 
purpose in each of these reflections.
Some of my library colleagues have been 
especially creative, promoting the library with 
clever social media posts.  Another has devised a 
wellness program to keep us active.  We started 
an online cookbook, where staff can deposit easy 
recipes based on what is in the pantry in this time 
of grocery store avoidance. We have a weekly 
Zoom-room drop-in, where staff can get together 
and catch up.  
With the exception of the post office employees, 
grounds crew and public safety officers, most of 
our campus community is at home, doing their 
best to keep themselves and others safe, and 
wait out COVID-19. The spaces they normally 
fill in our library—the bustling collaborative 
main floor, the isolated study carrels, the cozy 
window bays, the Browsing Room, and Special 
Collections—stand empty, awaiting their return.  
In Musselman Library’s 40-year history, it has 
never been quieter. 
Here’s hoping that you and your loved ones are 
safe and well.  
from the dean
By Robin Wagner 
On the Cover
Color lithograph poster, The Spirit of America by Howard Chandler Christy, 1919. Issued just after the war, 
this poster celebrated the tireless work of American Red Cross nurses during World War I and encouraged 
millions of Americans to support the relief organization. This poster was featured in our 2014 student-
curated exhibit Slow to Heal: The Evolution of Medicine from the Civil War Era to World War I.
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news
Get Acquainted Day
On Get Acquainted Day, our staff usually wears their best orange 
and blue to welcome students and their families to the library. 
Clearly, a switch to a virtual celebration didn’t stop some library 
folks from carrying on the tradition this year! #gburg2024 
#gettysburgcollege #orangeandblue
Mini-Golf 
One of the library’s last in-person activities before 
COVID-19 struck was Friday Night Tropical Mini-
Golf.  Sixty-eight students demonstrated their 
putting skills as staff transformed the library 
into a tropical oasis complete with palm trees, 
bridges, and a merman with Lincoln’s head 
and a fish tail. Golfers signed up for tee times 
in advance and played the course in pairs or 
groups of three or four. They worked their 
way through the nine-hole course across the 
open spaces and among aisles of books and 
DVDs.  Challenges included the Sea Turtle 
Crossing, Lincoln’s Ocean Tunnel, and a 
Jaws-themed golfing experience. 
edible Books Festival Moves Online!
Kim Longfellow ’16, Program Coordinator at the Center for Global 
Education, won Best in Show in the 2020 Library Edible Books 
Festival.  Longfellow’s winner was One Fish, Two Fish, “BREAD” Fish, 
Blue Fish by Dr. Seuss.  The show moved online this year with twenty-
one participants photographing their culinary creations.  In addition 
to prizes for the Best Look and Best Pun, a new category this year 
featured Best Use of Limited Quarantine Supplies.
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what do librarians do when a campus suddenly closes?       
By Janelle Wertzberger, Assistant Dean and Director of Scholarly Communications 
Librarians provided intensive 
support for faculty and students 
who found themselves pivoting to 
remote instruction in the middle 
of the semester. Many faculty 
soon realized that their students’ 
textbooks and other required 
course materials were left behind in 
their dorm rooms. Some students 
were not able to return to campus 
to retrieve their books. Still other 
students relied on textbooks placed 
on course reserve that were no 
longer accessible. 
Many faculty assumed that the answer was to scan 
all course materials and post them in Moodle, our 
learning management system. But what about 
copyright? Librarians quickly assessed the situation 
and recommended what faculty could scan under 
the Fair Use exemption of the Copyright Act. If 
you’re among the copyright curious, you can read 
all the details at https://libguides.gettysburg.edu/
Coronavirus/scanning. 
That access ended abruptly on March 19, when 
Pennsylvania Governor Wolf issued an order closing 
all non-essential businesses—including colleges 
and universities. Suddenly all the print books in our 
library were inaccessible, and most faculty didn’t 
have the ability to scan at home. 
We promoted smartphone apps that turn camera 
photos into pdfs. We tried to find free ebook 
editions of their books, or ebooks that were already 
in our collections. We researched each publisher 
to see if they lifted any paywalls in response to 
COVID-19. 
We used various methods to provide better access 
to additional electronic resources.  In some cases, 
we licensed ebooks and streaming films in order to 
meet course needs. Near the end of our scramble, 
the Internet Archive declared their ebook collection 
to be a National Emergency Library and lifted all 
single-user restrictions.  How we wish that had 
happened 10 days earlier! 
After online instruction began on March 23, we 
began supporting students directly. Our research 
help services are available virtually—students 
can “drop in” to ask a question during scheduled 
hours, or make an appointment to work with 
a research librarian or archivist via Zoom. The 
screen-sharing function in Zoom makes it easy 
for students to share their research process with 
us so we can advise them. 
We are also continuing our support for student 
publishing—the five undergraduate journals 
published in The Cupola are on track to release 
new editions in the spring semester. We even 
have a group of public policy students who want 
to start a new undergraduate research journal! 
Library services and collections have been both 
online and physical for more than 20 years. 
Right now we are separated from our beloved 
physical collections and spaces, but we have a 
strong virtual foundation and are well-positioned 
to support learning and teaching at Gettysburg 
College.
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Since most of my daily work involves direct handling 
of books and other materials, the college shut down 
presented a real dilemma: Without these materials 
to physically process, how could I continue to work 
for the library? What could I do? It was then that 
Carolyn Sautter, Director of Special Collections and 
College Archivist, suggested an intriguing solution.
Meeting (at a safe distance) at my driveway’s end, 
Carolyn brought me 30 digital printouts of the 
college library’s first catalog, dating from the late 
1830s through 1863. She wanted me to transcribe 
its mid-nineteenth century script into a more  
legible format, one that would be easier for 
researchers to access. Sure, I said. No problem, 
I said. I had learned to read and write script in 
elementary school. How hard could it be?
It wasn’t until then that I actually saw these ledgers: 
blotchy scribblings hastily dragged over paper by 
a thick quill pen, held, no doubt, by a librarian in a 
hurry to do something else. Worse, half of these 
authors and titles were in German, a language I 
have never studied. The umlauts alone gave me 
cold sweats. Compounding this, a later librarian 
wrote additional interlinear annotations in pencil, 
writing out English, German, and Latin expansions 
of spider-like initials and missing title parts. 
Armed with magnifying glass, German dictionary, 
and blank notepad, I have been working on this 
project ever since. When IT later installed computer 
Blotchy scribblings and spider-like Initials        
By Jim Ramos, Cataloger 
and internet access for me, I was able to connect 
to databases that made this work so much easier 
and accurate.
This twenty-first century pandemic has placed me 
on an unanticipated bridge, one connecting the 
library’s nineteenth-century past with its future 
historians. It is both challenging and fascinating 
to do this work.
Page 127 from the original ibrary catalog.  Entry number 
2489 is Luther’s Life and Commentary. 
Do. is the abbreviation for ditto. Ramos had a good time 
figuring that out on his first day of transcribing.
Boxed Belongings
How much was left behind by students exiting the campus quickly?  
“Lots,” said Director of User Services, Natalie Hinton.  She and Circulation 
Assistant, Nancy Costella opened all the Musselman lockers and returned 
dozens of library books to the stacks.  They mailed home 14 boxes of 
personal items ranging from footwear to textbooks. The snacks left 
behind, though tempting, found their way to the compost bin.
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notes from the Field       
By Kerri Odess-Harnish, Director of Research and Instruction 
There is a table in our Musselman Library office 
suite that serves as a gathering place.  Our 
department celebrates birthdays there.  We gather 
there informally to check in during a busy day. It’s 
where we congregate to brainstorm resources to 
help with a tough reference question, or discuss a 
new activity we want to try. 
I’ve thought a lot about that table in this current 
remote work environment, knowing my colleagues 
and I are scattered around town and working 
from makeshift offices in our homes.  At first it was 
disconcerting—how will we remain connected?  
How will we check in on the fly when someone 
wants to float an outreach idea by others? 
Thankfully, I’ve found that while the technology we 
are using is not perfect, it is perfect enough.  We 
can still provide a high level of support for our 
campus community and connect with each other.  
Our group of six converses each morning using 
Microsoft Teams.  This started organically, as we 
tested out the software on one of our first mornings 
working remotely.  The habit has stuck.  We share 
the usual morning greetings, maybe talk about 
something we read or heard in the news, or review 
a point of discussion from the previous day that still 
needs resolving.  Then it quiets down as we each 
focus our attention on other projects for the day.  
Our weekly department meetings have moved to 
Zoom, where we work through various agenda 
items.  A roaming feline or a child might interrupt 
us, but those moments add humor and lightness 
to our time together as well as help keep us 
updated on each other’s lives.
While these virtual interactions might not be 
exactly the same as gathering in our physical 
spaces in the library, in these unprecedented 
times, it’s pretty close.  And when we finally 
all return to campus, I believe I’ll miss the 
spontaneous appearances of our cats and kids 
during those department meetings. 
who is helping you via email, chat & text 
with those questions?  Our awesome 
librarians & sometimes their pets!
The library’s social media has been growing steadily. 
Instagram, Facebook and twitter are our new, essential 
tools to connect with students.  We have also added a 
personal touch, injecting more of our “work from home” 
life to remind users that we are still here and available.  
Librarian Kevin Moore gets help from Jack, covering 
the virtual Research Help Desk from 6:00-9:00 p.m. 
#GreatWorkFromHome.
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Zoom:  teaching moves online
When the College switched 
to online learning in 
March, our team of 
research and instruction 
librarians had to change 
course as well.  A virtual 
reference desk and an 
online chat box replaced 
in-person research 
assistance. Librarians 
quickly identified what 
students would need to 
know to complete their 
assignments without 
access to the library’s 
physical collection.
“Our students aren’t 
usually asked to access library resources from off 
campus, so one of our first priorities was developing 
interactive tutorials that show how to find and 
use different kinds of online materials,” said Kevin 
Moore, Research and Instruction Librarian. “We 
expected students to feel overwhelmed in those 
first weeks and wanted our tutorials to provide 
simple, straightforward answers to common 
questions.”
Tutorials were just one solution. For some classes, 
it was better to make a video, or to teach a live 
online video discussion through Zoom.  Since 
COVID-19 Zoom has been the software of choice for 
everything from classroom instruction, to medical 
appointments, happy hours and virtual Passover 
Seders.
“I worked with two sections of ENG 101 within the 
first week of classes moving online,” said Mallory 
Jallas, one of the instruction librarians. “I had to 
shift my approach radically. I didn’t have the luxury 
of being face-to-face with students, so I worked 
with the professor to create a mix of components 
that they could complete before class, and again 
when we were together via Zoom.  Teaching in 
this new environment requires you to consider 
different approaches 
to pedagogy and to 
take on fresh ways to 
engaging students.”
In some cases, the 
rapid move to remote 
learning has meant 
helping faculty redesign 
assignments that 
drew heavily upon the 
physical collection. 
“I’ve helped several 
professors think 
about their goals for a 
particular assignment,” 
said Clint Baugess, 
the department’s 
information literacy coordinator.   In most 
cases, he has been able to suggest substitute 
assignments utilizing our extensive online 
collections or free digital materials. 
“Even in the middle of stressful and uncertain 
times, I’ve been truly appreciative of how 
everyone has jumped in to make sure we can 
provide the best possible learning experience for 
our students,” Baugess added. “After all, that’s 
really why we’re here.”
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Special Collections and College Archives is 
conducting oral histories with 
alumni who served, in any capacity, in the 
Vietnam-era military. 
Anyone interested should contact 
Archives Assistant Devin McKinney at 
dmckinne@gettysburg.edu. 
Quarantined on Campus
       By Betsy Bein, User Services Librarian
As the last cars pulled away on March 19, 49 
students remained on campus, packing up and 
moving to new dormitories to hunker down for the 
rest of the semester. Three days earlier, President 
Iuliano had notified Gettysburg College students 
that they would not be returning from an extended 
spring break. 
Instead, students would finish the semester remotely, 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Only students who 
met specific criteria would be permitted to stay on 
campus. Some international students scrambled to 
find flights, while others looked for family or friends 
in the U.S. who could take them in. Still others 
requested permission to stay.
Three library student employees found themselves in 
this situation—worried about the future, but grateful 
for a place to stay. All three are international students 
who worked in the User Services department of the 
library: Chakriya (Riya) Ou, ’23, from Cambodia; Dung 
(Tom) Doan, ’23, from Vietnam; and Precious Ozoh, 
’20, from Nigeria. They are now living in Paxton Hall; 
alumni of a certain age may remember it as the 
Travelodge Motel on Carlisle Street. 
“My room is really a double,“ Riya says. “I have two 
big beds all to myself, and my own bathroom.” Still, 
Riya allows, “it is pretty overwhelming and lonely. I 
am used to hanging out with my friends. Now, I am 
trapped in a little room by myself.” Precious agrees. 
“It feels strange, being here now. It shows me that 
it’s the people that make the place. It’s a completely 
different vibe.”   
They study hard for their online courses, writing 
papers, taking exams, and preparing for finals.  
“Even though it is the same amount of work, it takes 
longer to do it,” Riya observed. She misses being 
able to stop in during her professors’ office hours. 
“I usually did that every week, when I could go in 
person. I often need extra help, with the language, 
and they have been very understanding.” She says 
that although professors are offering online office 
hours, it doesn’t feel the same.  
As a senior, Precious is finding his classes to be 
very demanding. “That’s about all I do,” he says.  
“Schoolwork, and music, and sleep.” 
While he and Riya know the other students who 
are staying on campus and living nearby, they do 
not socialize. “With the social distancing, we really 
can’t hang out with friends,” Precious says. Servo 
is providing two meals per day for the on-campus 
students, but Riya and Precious must pick it up 
and eat alone. “The food is good,” Riya says; she 
is grateful for Servo’s continued excellence. “They 
even still have my two favorite cookies—the Oreo 
ones and the oatmeal raisin ones!” 
Precious says the food is plentiful and good, but 
as an environmental studies major, he worries 
about the waste. “We get our food in a big bag 
every day, and the bags can’t be reused because 
of the virus. I hate to put them all in the trash, so I 
have a big pile of them in my room.  Maybe I’ll be 
able to reuse them when this is all over.” 
As a senior, Precious is grieving the loss of an in-
person graduation in May. “I’m a first-generation 
student. Leaving home and coming to a different 
country to study was a big deal for me. I wanted 
to have a graduation ceremony where I could 
celebrate with my friends, who I have been 
together with since first year, and say, ‘Whew! 
We did it!’ and I feel that moment is gone. Life is 
Chakriya (Riya) Ou, ’23 Precious Ozoh, ’20
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all about moments, and that was a moment I was 
looking forward to.”
Both Precious and Riya are grateful for everything 
the College is providing, and for the library and other 
staff who have been checking on them and bringing 
care packages. Riya says this experience has helped 
her to appreciate the strong support she has from 
family, friends, her scholarship program, and the 
College. “It just reminds me that lots of people love 
me and care about me and want me to be safe.” 
Precious has also been thinking about making 
connections. “When you meet someone, try to 
make a connection in whatever way you can. 
Because you never know. It’s really comforting 
to know that people really care—that they’re 
not just asking questions, but actually doing 
something to help.”  
“Care and Maintenance of the Jacques Board 
Shear,” which is a piece of equipment we have in 
Special Collections. 
A National Archives blog on the conservation 
treatment and encasement of the Magna Carta 
was another great discussion, as was a review of 
papermaking operations around the world. We 
are fortunate to have such resilient and tech-
savvy conservation students.
The week before Spring Break Abigail 
Coakley ’20 [photo right] was doing 
intricate paper repairs to the library’s 
first Catalog of Books, dating from 
the late 1830s.  Abbey is one of four 
students working in Special Collections 
this semester on conservation 
projects.  The others were learning 
to repair some of the library’s earliest 
books on natural philosophy (physics) 
and natural history.  
I faced the challenge of continuing to 
train my student employees in what 
is an entirely hands-on enterprise. 
Fortunately, many professional 
organizations have been kind enough 
to offer free learning resources.  
I connected my students with the Guild of Book 
Workers seminars available on Vimeo. Each week 
they “attended” a Guild workshop, taking notes, and 
then sharing what they learned in an online Zoom 
session with me.  Workshops included “Mending 
Paper with Japanese Tissue,” “Pennsylvania German 
Liturgical Bookbinding Before 1850,” “Late 18th 
Century French Binding Structures,” and “Byzantine 
Bookbinding.”  There was even a session on the 
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Conservation in the age of Lock down
       By Mary Wootton, Conservator
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documenting CoVId-19:  
Primary Sources for the future
“What was your geographic location when 
you learned that the College was extending 
Spring Break?”  This question is one of 22 on a 
questionnaire created by Special Collections and 
College Archives to help document, collect, and 
preserve the experience of Gettysburg College 
students during the COVID-19 pandemic.
While College Archivist Amy Lucadamo ’00 was 
working on preserving COVID-19-related content 
in emails, announcements, webpages, and 
social media feeds coming from the College, she 
realized that the story of individual students was 
missing.  
In late March, Lucadamo received an email from 
Maci Mark ’21, a former Glatfelter intern, who had 
just returned prematurely from her study abroad 
semester in Egypt.  Mark recalled questionnaires 
sent to alumni in 1919 asking about their service 
during the First World War.  Mark wondered if 
something like that could be done for current 
students right now.  
Mark’s survey idea became the basis for the 
Documenting COVID-19 at Gettysburg College 
project. Lucadamo sought volunteers to keep 
journals and donate other pandemic-related 
items.  A web page directs students to the 
questionnaire.  Questions center on shut down 
communications, departure logistics, transitioning 
to online classes, and living away from campus.  
Students can indicate if they have personal 
experience with the virus. 
The documentation team hopes to collect a 
broad range of student experiences and to 
get volunteers from as many locations and 
backgrounds as possible.  Students who 
participate are creating primary sources for 
future Gettysburgians.  You can visit the project’s 
website at https://special-collections.sites.
gettysburg.edu/documenting-covid-19/.  
“I love Gettysburg and was having such a great 
senior spring. I miss my friends so much, I miss the 
campus, I miss my professors, and I miss walking 
around and hanging out on campus and seeing 
friendly faces everywhere.”
“I live in NYC, in a predominately Asian immigrant 
community, so there were many reported incidents 
of hate crimes and hate speech in my community 
towards Asian Americans. While grocery shopping 
with my mom one day I overheard a lady yell ‘go 
back to China’ from across the street to a middle-
aged Chinese woman.”
 “Two of my classes have stopped meeting regularly, 
moving to self-learning with professor assistance 
should need be. The other two have continued 
meeting regularly, but it is a completely different 
dynamic. Much of the original structure that occurs 
in classrooms has disappeared.”
“I did my best to bring as many of my textbooks 
home with me but it was impossible to bring them 
all. If I don’t have the right books and they aren’t 
free online, I won’t be able to access them at all, as 
bookstores and libraries are now inaccessible.”
“I’m a member of Alpha Phi Omega and we have 
been holding all of our executive board meetings 
through Skype or Zoom. We have been coming 
up with ways to do service remotely and members 
of the Gettysburg community have been really 
helpful.” 
“My social anxiety has been greatly lessened! I love 
participating in class, but sometimes I hesitate too 
long to answer because of all the anxiety-related 
thoughts going through my head. For some reason, 
knowing that I’m in my room and not in the same 
room as everyone else has made me much less 
anxious to speak up.”
“I sleep late, wake up for class, phone in sometimes 
dressed, sometimes in PJs, do homework after class. 
Attempt some semblance of normal life.”
sample survey Responses
Quarantines are anxiety inducing for 
all involved but not a new experience 
at Gettysburg College.  One of the 
significant differences between the 
College’s current reality with COVID-19 in 
March 2020, and viral outbreaks of the 
past, is that our students were already 
off campus. 
That was not the case in 1905, during 
a suspected smallpox outbreak, and 
in 1920 with a more serious eruption 
of scarlet fever.  In both instances, 
students had to be quarantined inside 
their dormitories until the emergencies 
passed.
In February 1905, the town of Gettysburg 
feared it was facing a smallpox outbreak. 
When a local doctor mistakenly declared 
that two College students had varioloid, a 
mild form of smallpox, the administration 
took instant action. Heads were shaved 
and students were confined to their 
halls.
“College administrators were skeptical 
of the initial diagnosis,” explained Carolyn 
Sautter, Director of Special Collections 
and College Archives.  “Eventually a state 
health expert confirmed that the students 
actually had chickenpox, and there was great relief 
on campus.” However, the State Health Board would 
not lift the quarantine. “The biggest challenge of 
the 1905 smallpox incident was probably capturing 
escaped students,” noted Sautter. 
The second more serious campus-wide shut-down 
was just 100 years ago. In February and March 
1920, scarlet fever halted all campus activities 
for three weeks. The first case was identified on 
February 6, and by February 18 the entire campus 
was in quarantine. Campus administrators removed 
students with symptoms from their dorms.  
Campus Quarantines 
Everyone else was locked down for at least ten 
days. 
According to The Gettysburgian, the quarantine 
caused the postponement of many campus 
activities including basketball and an important 
debate showdown with Swarthmore College.  
Health officials attributed the containment of the 
disease to the successful quarantine measures. 
The fever’s hold on campus eventually ended 
in early March, and students went home while 
dormitories were disinfected.  Normal campus 
activities resumed later that month.
Students confined to South Hall (now McKnight Hall) during the 1905 small-
pox epidemic that turned out to be chickenpox.
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Read a book about a person/character from a 
different background or culture than yours
megan Benka-Coker, assistant Professor in 
health Sciences
There There: A Novel 
by Tommy Orange
This book is different from other 
novels written about American 
Indians in that it focuses on 
the urban setting. The author 
intertwines several characters and 
their stories into one big event. 
The perspectives of the characters are honest 
and blunt. I think it is an important reminder of 
our nation’s history and repeated negligence in 
understanding and serving communities who are 
not the majority.
devin mcKinney, archives assistant in 
musselman Library
Brown Girl, Brownstones 
by Paule Marshall
This novel undercut assumptions I 
might have made about the life of 
an immigrant family in a big city 
in early- to mid-twentieth century 
America. The version of life shown 
here is full of challenges, but not an 
unrelieved misery; a life of penny-pinching, but not 
of abject poverty; a life where tradition is important, 
but also a thing to rebel against.
The library recently ended its successful three-part reading challenge, Reading Without 
Walls.  139 employees and students participated, choosing books that took them 
beyond their comfort zone to explore new ideas, genres, and perspectives. 
The library conducted a Silent Reading Party and hosted a Speed Dating with 
a Book session before the COVID-19 epidemic closed the College and shifted the 
program online. Program participants could virtually join the final event, a roundtable 
reading discussion, to talk about reading from home and  to share and additional book 
recommendations. We thought you might be interested in a few participant reviews from each of the program 
challenges: 
Reading without walls 
rachel Lesser, assistant Professor in Classics
The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a 
Girl Among Ghosts 
by Maxine Hong Kingston
It was a surprising nonlinear, 
nonconventional, and multigeneric 
“memoir.” Much of the book was 
devoted to Kingston’s mother’s 
stories of her life in China, and 
some of it was a Chinese folktale (“The Woman 
Warrior”). These forms alternated with the 
author’s own personal stories and reflections 
about growing up in California in a Chinese 
immigrant community. It gave me a completely 
new framework for understanding the cultural 
background and practices of Chinese immigrants 
who came to the United States fleeing the 
Communist regime.
Read a book on a topic you don’t know 
much about
Joanne myers, associate Professor in english
Becoming RBG: Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg’s Journey to Justice 
by Debbie Levy
While obviously I know who Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg is, I did not know 
much about her background 
or early work as a lawyer. This 
biography revealed to me how Ginsburg worked 
as a lawyer to find cases that could be brought 
to the Supreme Court to advance the cause of 
gender equity. 
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allison Singley, executive director of Parent 
relations
Bad Blood: Secrets and Lies in a Silicon 
Valley Startup by John Carreyrou
It has been a long time since I read 
a book by an investigative journalist. 
I learned a lot about Theranos, of 
course, and about the business of 
blood analysis, along with how things 
work with Silicon Valley startups. 
What really got me thinking is how super-smart 
people, who should know better, can be completely 
wowed, snowed, or enchanted by someone’s vision, 
even when there are multiple red flags. 
Read a book in a format or genre that you 
don’t normally read for fun 
Linda Fiscus, Adjunct Professor in 
Mathematics
Born a Crime: Stories from a South 
African Childhood by Trevor Noah 
(audiobook)
I usually do not listen to audio 
books. Hearing Trevor Noah read 
his words with the tone he intended 
was a gift! I found myself overflowing 
with mixed reaction—laughing 
hysterically, profoundly saddened by the daily 
injustices, yelling at the audio when I felt the shared 
frustration, and even audibly exclaiming disbelief 
when I could not have fathomed the outcome of 
certain events.
kari Greenwalt, Academic Administrative 
Assistant in history
Pink Mist by Owen Sheers (poetry)
Credited as the first extended 
dramatic verse to be published 
about the war in Afghanistan, 
this work is reminiscent of other 
war poems from the past. I was 
reminded of Ellis Humphrey Evans, 
Wilfred Owen, Keith Douglas, and 
Walt Whitman.  War is terrible in any era, and 
Owen Sheers does his part to remind this current 
generation of that. 
sarah Appedu ‘18, scholarly Communications 
Assistant in Musselman Library
March, Books 1-3, 
by John Lewis and Andrew Aydin 
(graphic nonfiction)
I found this genre a gripping 
way to connect emotionally and 
intellectually with uncomfortable 
or difficult topics. My 
understanding of the American 
civil rights movement was largely shaped by the 
whitewashed retelling offered in public school. 
John Lewis’s personal recollections of his role in 
the grassroots movement was a stark reminder 
of how recently people were laying down their 
lives for the basic right to participate in American 
democracy.
The library’s Department of Scholarly Communications formed its own Pandemic Book Club, and are currently 
reading Paulo Freire’s Pedagogy of the Oppressed.  “We’ve read a lot about Freire’s educational philosophy, but 
none of us had actually read the primary source,” said department head Janelle Wertzberger. 
They selected this book to coincide with the Consortium of North American Peace Programs Conference, 
originally scheduled on campus in June. “The conference was structured to embrace Freirean praxis [critical 
reflection plus critical action] and to center undergraduates in the program,” said Wertzberger. Musselman 
Library was a designated conference partner, and librarians planned to facilitate a workshop on open 
textbooks as a tool for peace education. With the conference rescheduled for 2021, they hope to be even 
more prepared to engage with undergraduate peacemakers after reading Freire. 
Pandemic Book Club  
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Rev. John Vannorsdall (1924–2020)
 We in the College Archives were 
deeply saddened to hear of the 
loss on April 5, 2020, of John 
W. Vannorsdall, Chaplain of the 
College from 1962 to 1976. He 
died just one day after testing 
positive for the COVID-19 virus. 
 
Moving to Gettysburg at the 
invitation of College president 
C. Arnold Hanson, previously his 
colleague at Cornell University, 
Vannorsdall transformed the 
Chaplain’s Office into a hub of 
engagement. Epitomizing the 
activist cleric, insistent that the church contribute 
meaningfully to worldly matters, he instituted, among 
other programs, the Chapel Council, giving students 
a direct voice in chapel administration; the Knoxville 
Exchange, a student swap with the predominantly 
black Knoxville College; Peace Week, a program of 
workshops and activities focused on the Vietnam 
War; the Love, Sex and Marriage Seminar, a candid 
examination of adult relationships; and recreational 
and tutorial programs for the children of the 
Gettysburg community. 
 
By reconceiving it as a force for social 
good, John Vannorsdall opened Christ 
Chapel to the passions and purposes 
of all students, not only the spiritually 
oriented. From counseling in times 
of distress to officiating at weddings, 
he left an indelible personal mark on 
countless lives. He fought prejudice 
and extolled diversity at a time and in 
a place where it could be dangerous 
to do so. Much of the social-justice 
work that is integral to College life 
today carries on the legacy he began.  
 
Some of what Vannorsdall 
accomplished was behind the scenes, 
through a kind of hidden hand, as 
he made chapel facilities available 
to students who conceived 
alternative publications, and 
who sought outlets to question 
authority. 
 
After Gettysburg, Vannorsdall 
served as chaplain of Yale 
University (1976–1985) and 
as president of the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in 
Philadelphia (1986–1990). 
Since then, he had been 
enjoying retirement with his 
wife, Pat. Many of his works are 
available in Special Collections, 
including his collected papers; a lengthy oral 
history, conducted in 2006 by Prof. Michael 
Birkner; and copies of his books. 
 
In his fourteen years at Gettysburg College (1962-
1976), Vannorsdall’s impact transcended his daily 
pastoral duties. He helped make Gettysburg a 
more serious and socially engaged institution.  
He was the right man in the right place at the 
right time.
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“JV” and chapel students during Peace Week, 1966.
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Chaplain Vannorsdall was a 
compassionate listener and 
guide who helped many of 
us through those turbulent 
times of our late adolescence 
when we, and the world, were 
questioning the old ways and 
transforming ourselves to 
a new view and order. The 
war in Vietnam raged, cities 
were burning, and the police 
in Chicago were bludgeoning 
folks in the streets at 
the Democratic National 
Convention.  I can’t imagine 
how many lives he touched in 
a life so well-lived. Hopefully 
Chaplain Vannorsdall’s legacy 
does and will live on in those 
he inspired.  edson whitney ‘70
He wrote prayers with a kind of elegance that rivals an expensive and professional flower arrangement, 
arranged to its peak.  He colored outside the lines and was wise enough to know when not to.  He loved 
to ride his tractor and smoke his pipe.  He took decades to write a sermon and it showed.  He didn’t 
understand how or why Yale was so snobby even though he was Harvard-educated.  He had more 
respect for custodians than he did for professors.  He could smell racism at a hundred yards, even 
though he was Ohio-born.  He knew a good argument and how it was built, but he rarely argued.  He 
was always the last person to speak in a meeting or conversation -- because by then he had listened to 
everyone and was ready to summarize with integrity.  Integrity was his favorite word: how do things hold 
together and “integrate”?  Rev. Donna schaper ’69  
John held strong values but could recognize the legitimacy, dignity, and moral equality of others who 
thought and felt differently.  He was rooted in values, not fashion.  He possessed gravitas.  He had weight 
and substance.  I grew to love him. Mike hobor ‘69
I must say with gratitude that John Vannorsdall was, during my college years and thereafter, the sine qua 
non of the rest of my life and overall view of the world.  Where I was led by him back then, I had never 
planned to go, but I am glad to be arriving there ever since.  He led me into a life of conscience, this by 
way of actively pursuing social justice during the Civil Rights Movement in the 1960s.  Where I eventually 
went afterwards was to Australia, where I became a university pProfessor, interested in adolescent 
identity formation and the role played by conscience in the lives of leaders in the history of world 
religions.  Richard hutch ‘67
These reflections are excerpted from longer reminiscences to be printed in a future library publication.
Vannorsdall (left) with students at the first Communities of Risk (COR) 
gathering.  November 1968.
alumni reminiscences
FOCus On PhILAnthROPy: robert eastlack
Robert Eastlack, Class of 1970 has donated his 
carefully curated personal library of more than 
1,200 Horatio Alger volumes, including many first 
editions, to Musselman Library. 
Horatio Alger (1832-1899) was a popular American 
writer of young adult novels.  His rags to riches 
themes centered on impoverished children and their 
rise from humble backgrounds through hard work, 
determination, courage, and honesty. “He was an 
easy, entertaining read,” said Eastlack.  “As a teenager 
I appreciated the moral nature of his stories and the 
encouragement to work hard and succeed.”  
Eastlack got his first Alger books from his father, 
John Eastlack ‘42. His father gave him three precious 
volumes belonging to his grandfather, uncle, and 
himself. The elder Eastlack was a devoted Lutheran 
pastor, and his son dedicated this collection to his 
memory. 
Eastlack was born while his father was serving 
a congregation in the West.  He joked that 
he can honestly say he was born during the 
Christmas season in a city named after the 
Holy Trinity, and lived in a stable.  “I was born 
in Trinidad, Colorado, on January 3.  Our home 
at the time, was a converted horse stable.  
Coincidentally, the River Purgatory runs through 
Trinidad!”
As an undergraduate Eastlack majored in 
sociology.  He then attended the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, earning a 
Master’s of Divinity in 1974.  He was ordained the 
same year and served in three Pennsylvania 
parishes:  Klingerstown, Berwick, 
and Lebanon. The 
Seminary also 
awarded Eastlack a 
Master’s Degree in 
Sacred Theology in 
1984 for his thesis on 
the history of the Church 
Book (hymnal). 
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Of his gift Eastlack said, “I did not want to have it 
cherry-picked; I wanted it kept intact.  I also wanted 
collectors on the East Coast to have access to it for 
research.”  
Eastlack explained that the Horatio Alger Society has 
its repository at Northern Illinois University, which is 
a far distance to travel to examine early Alger texts.  
He knew of the College’s fine Special Collections, 
where original materials are part of hands-on class 
experiences.  He was also aware of the library’s 
outstanding conservation program.  His alma mater 
seemed like the right choice.
“I cannot praise the efforts of Carolyn and her staff 
enough,” said Eastlack. “Their dedication, hard work, 
and expressed interest helped to reinforce my 
satisfaction in donating to the College.”
With each volume, Eastlack included a detailed, 
illustrated card, that described the edition in terms 
of publisher, series, and notoriety. “These cards 
have been invaluable in describing and cataloging 
the collection,” said Director of Special Collections, 
Carolyn Sautter. 
The library hoped to have 
Eastlack’s collection on 
display during Reunion 
Weekend. In addition, the 
Horatio Alger Society had 
planned to hold their annual 
conference on campus in early 
June.  Both activities are now 
cancelled due to COVID-19.  
Said Sautter, “His gift could not 
have come at a better time. Right 
now we really need the comfort 
of Alger’s message of optimism 
and opportunity.”
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Through Our Eyes: a digital exhibition
Systems Librarian, R.C. Miessler 
teamed up with Art professor 
Austin Stiegemeier and Nicolletta 
Novara of the NGO, Still I Rise 
to prove that we can still have 
compelling art exhibitions in the 
age of lockdown. Through Our Eyes 
is a travelling show comprised 
of photos taken by 39 refugee 
children between the ages of 
12 to 17 on the Greek Island 
of Samos.  The exhibition was 
supposed to be installed at the 
College this spring. 
Novara taught photography to 
refugee children at the Mazi 
School in Samos and worked (via Zoom) with the Gettysburg team, including digital fellow Emma Lewis ’20, 
to curate a virtual exhibit.  It includes photos from inside and outside of the camp and attempts to convey 
the pain and hope of being a refugee in 2020. Through Our Eyes: A Photography Project Made by Refugee 
Children is available at https://astiegem.sites.gettysburg.edu/through-our-eyes/
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Battlefield Bingo
It is easy to become sluggish when stuck at home. To 
combat potential lethargy, Collections Assistant, Kevin 
Aughinbaugh ’18 had an idea.  He put his double major 
in history and environmental studies to good use and 
created Battlefield Exercise Bingo.
 
To get BINGO, “players” must complete 30 minutes 
of physical activity daily.  This coincides with the time 
required to walk from one monument to the next, 
roughly following the Gettysburg Battlefield Auto Tour.  
Alternately, participants can do 30 minutes of any kind 
of physical activity per day to get BINGO.  Aughinbaugh 
provides a brief historical explanation at each stop.  He 
hopes that his efforts will encourage his colleagues to stay 
active, and at the same time, learn our battlefield history.
This nursing station, located in the Alps near 
the small border city of Gorizia, Italy was most 
likely photographed by Helene Magdalene 
Hofmann, a photographer, who owned her 
own studio before and after the First World 
War.  
Gorizia was the center of fierce fighting 
between the Italian and Austro-Hungarian 
armies.  The town was so damaged that most 
of its inhabitants had evacuated by early 1916. 
Hofmann documented the destruction of her 
city, creating evidence that the region would 
use post-war to seek assistance from the 
Italian government.
Her photography came to Gettysburg College among some of the war souvenirs brought back to York, PA 
by Richard F. Yost of the American Ambulance Field Service who served with the Italian Army in Northern 
Italy along its border with modern-day Slovenia.  Yost’s papers were acquired by Special Collections and 
College Archives in 2015.  
Special Collections and College Archives also has two letters signed by Clara Barton, the “Angel of the 
Battlefield.” At the end of the Civil War, she was placed in charge of the Missing Soldiers Office, and 
tirelessly worked to discover the fate of 22,000 men. In 1881, she founded the American Red Cross, and 
served as its president until 1904. 
Our May 1, 1890, letter was purchased with the 
Karen Drickamer Fund. It is written in Barton’s 
careful hand on American Red Cross stationery. 
Barton writes, “…the things we have lived 
for, let them be our story. We ourselves but 
remembered by what we have done.” 
nurses on the front Lines 
Our inspiring health care workers have been the topic of COVID-19 news coverage.  
Here are some health care heroes from another era. 
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Can you Piece It together?
Games and puzzles have helped many of us through the long days of sequestering. 
Check out College archivist Amy Lucadamo’s series of jigsaw puzzles based on historic 
Gettysburg College photographs. This one is of Recitation Hall (renamed Glatfelter Hall). 
The cornerstone was laid on June 27, 1888, and the building was completed in 1890. 
At that time, this hall was home to nine classrooms, the library, the president’s office, a 
museum, meeting rooms for two literary societies, physics labs, and a large examination 
room called “the sweat box.” You can find Lucadamo’s puzzles by following us 
@GburgSpecColl on Facebook and Instagram, and @GCSpecColl on Twitter.
